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growth was 1.5% and this was insufficient for creating more employment and reduce poverty, (UNDP Zimbabwe 2004:12) . In an attempt to rectify the effects of ESAP, Zimbabwe came up with a home grown strategy the Zimbabwe Programme for Economic and Social Transformation (ZIMPREST) in 1998, which also did not yield any fruits as the economy continues dwindling. The situation was worsened by printing a lot of money to give war veterans and soldiers that had been deployed to Democratic Republic of Congo in 1997 and this fuelled inflation which later took its toll in 2008.
In 2001 the government propelled the Millennium Economic Recovery Programme (MERP) as another attempt to mend the economy which continued to decline and it was aggravated by the land reform programme which was not bearing fruits to address poverty. This programme suffered a still birth mainly because there were no funds to implement it as international donors has withdrawn their support after Zimbabwe defaulted on payment of external arrears, decrease in FID and assets freeze (McArthur 2013 Real GDP Growth % 
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States Agency for International Development (USAID) 2014). Zimbabwe has changed from being the bread basket to a begging basket, as the country was known and used to be the bread basket of Southern Africa, having sufficient food for its population and surplus to sell to neighbouring countries. This status however become ancient history as Zimbabwe is now begging for food almost every year and depending on aid to feed its population since 2001. This is probably due to feeble economic growth relations among different sectors (Hunda 2016) . Different reports as of 2011 indicated that 62.6% of the families in Zimbabwe were understood to be underprivileged, while 72.3% of all Zimbabweans as individuals were regarded as underprivileged. The prevalence rate of poverty in rural areas is more with about 76% of rural families regarded as poor as they were struggling to put food on their table when equated to urban areas with about 38.2% (UNDP Zimbabwe 2015).
The decay in proper employment and mass retrenchments led several workers to switch to informal jobs which remunerates very poorly and this has in turn perpetuated hunger and poverty. Poverty increased considerably from 29% in 1995 to 58% in 2003, then to 87% in 2008, then dropped a bit to 73% in 2012 before rising again to 89% as of February
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from the table of the same colonial masters who, at some point, brutalised, oppressed and degraded them during the colonial era. From being a bread-basket to a begging basket...a cause for concern...the outcome of the land reform program. Zimbabwe our mother land, social scientists, economists, politicians, and especially those of us in Public Administration, "must wake up from our slumber and take the bull by its horns by taking the lead in offering and proffering solutions to our problems" of extreme poverty, hunger, corruption and self-aggrandisement (Langa 2014).
Challenges
High rate of unemployment stood at 90% as of March 2016, Low income as of 2011, 94%
of employees were getting a salary equivalent to or lower than TCPL and HPI for a household of five on average (Thata 2016). There is lack of accountability and transparency in the manner in which farming inputs are distributed which make ministers to benefit year after year of which they can afford to buy those inputs on their own. There is no audit to show who benefited and who did not benefit for instance, on the presidential input scheme where farmers are given farming inputs such as fertilisers, seeds, chemicals, fuel and most of the inputs are not reaching intended beneficiaries and this continues to hammer food security and some of the people who may happen to get those inputs they are not using them in the right manner.
Most government officials who took farms from whites are underutilising those farms and in some cases they are not even using them at all, they are just lying idle without any production taking place and this escalates food shortage. Majority of farmers are not harvesting water to use it for irrigation purposes, they heavily rely on rain season and this hinders food self-sufficiency as sometimes rain patterns are changing and drought regularly strike Zimbabwe which make it more difficult to grow crops even during rain season. For some farmers who happen to send the grains to Grain Marketing Board (GMB) the government is taking too long to pay them, hence they are failing to buy inputs in preparation for the next rain season (The Zimbabwean 2015). Poor distribution of food aid along political lines especially in rural areas is continuing hammering the poor people.
Recommendations
Land auditing is needed as well as accountability on farming inputs. Zimbabwe should construct a lot of dams to harvest water during raining season and then use that water in dry seasons for crop production such as winter wheat farming, domestic use, and this also 580 Africa's Public Service Delivery & Performance Review go a long in reducing poverty, returning moisture on the ground and cool the atmosphere.
Farmers must be encouraged to cultivate drought tolerant crops such as sorghum, beans and other short grain crops which can be harvest within the two months to improve food security. To those with access to manure must apply it in their fields to boost their yields.
GOAL 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education
Before independence, education in Zimbabwe was being provided in two categories which were: government for mainly white children and missionaries for indigenous people. The colonial masters were not happy with the type and level of education which was provided by missionaries as they saw it as a threat and they treaded in to regulate the type of education blacks were receiving. That is when they decided that black people should be taught and trained in occupations such as building, agricultural, mining, industrial and carpentry related fields to prepare them as labourers and not for white collar jobs (Kanyongo 2005:65) . Then after independence it was inevitable to have reforms in the education system of Zimbabwe to make it more inclusive and to carter for those who could not make it for studying before and during the liberation struggle.
The first most vital reforms were the amalgamation of the distinct education system to remove abnormalities and injustice which was created by the white settlers so that education can be accessed by all. To achieve this, the government implemented a socialist approach, "Growth with Equity" so as to reimburse the imbalances in education and health for its citizens. For tertiary studies there is the Zimbabwean Presidential Scholarship which mainly targets disadvantaged potential students to study at universities both locally and abroad, Strive Musiiwa Econet's Scholarships and other NGOs who are also offering scholarships for students to study both locally and abroad as well. All this effort has resulted in Zimbabwe making good progress in terms of MDG2.
Challenges
However, limited funding in the form of scholarships and bursaries for tertiary studies has 
Recommendations
Primary education should be free to all children so that none would be left out of primary school based on financial constraints. More schools both primary and secondary should be constructed and electrified to embrace science and technology especially in rural areas to avert long distance walking for children and people with disabilities as this at times contribute to school dropouts.
The welfare of teachers should be improved for instance, giving them housing and transport allowances so that they get motivated, work with enthusiasm and this will help them to relate well with pupils. All teachers should be properly trained so as to ensure better quality of education is obtained. Regularly review the curriculum at all levels that is 584 Africa's Public Service Delivery & Performance Review from primary, secondary and tertiary institutions so as to edify it and add novel relevant material which reflect the needs of the children and the country at large moving with changes in the state-of-the-art technology.
Incentivise innovators who harness resource readily available to come up with something that help the country, for instance that National University of Science and Technology (NUST) student who managed to make use of plastics and other chemicals to come up with diesel, such students must be incentivised so as to motivate them and provide them with necessary equipment. Embrace technology through STEM from primary to tertiary level so as to lay a strong foundation in children and boost the harnessing of technology to improve efficiency and effectiveness in the provision of public good and services towards SDGs. 
GOAL 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
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The good news for Zimbabwe is that gender equality at primary and secondary school levels has been attained, as well as in tertiary institutions. The enrolment, attendance and completion rates have been attained on gender parity at primary and secondary levels respectively. Gender parity is also on literacy rates which clearly show that there is great improvement in promoting gender parity plus women empowerment (Hunda 2016).
Regardless of the progress made to date, admission gender discrepancies remains noticeable at tertiary level, though this is progressively being enhanced, predominantly bearing in mind that associates with gender parity in high schools are going on to the 
Challenges
Zimbabwe have good policies on gender and women empowerment but they are mainly on paper than real action this is attributed to the fact that there are still more men at the implementation stage who have a tendency of overlooking some policy aspects which impact negatively on development and empowerment of women.
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Too much patriarchal mentality is resulting in men resisting to have women in decisionmaking and influential positions. Some religious and cultural aspects are causing women to be reluctant to take the lead on gender and women empowerment matters especially in rural areas (USAID 2014).
The political land scape of Zimbabwe was not even for women to be involved in active politics, but it is gradually improving as witnessed by numerous activities and human rights groups comprising of more women. Resources are not distributed fairly because women do not have access and control over resources such land, cattle and other assets which be used as collateral to obtain bank loans. Women are not in decision making positions more especially in rural areas. GBV culture and child marriages are major constraints on women empowerment due to lack of enforcement of most of the pieces of legislation are in place to empower women.
Recommendations
There is need for active participation of both men and women on gender issues and the empowerment of women. Women empowerment must not be seen as a zero-sum where gains for women spontaneously entail setback for men, but rather it should be seen as transformational process which leads to sustainable socioeconomic development programmes and projects as well as viewing women as equal partners. Awareness campaigns are needed to encourage women and men to participate in programmes and projects that empower them. The study highly recommends men to give permission to women to participate in all spheres of government including politics, businesses and social cohesion so that they will be in decision making positions, they can have equitable access and control over resources. There is need for funding of women empowerment programmes, then do monitoring and evaluation to check success in the implementation of such programmes. 
GOAL 4: Reduce Child Mortality
Recommendations
The figure below is a jack of all trades in the sense that, it encourages gender equality and empower women which is MDG 3, escalating the accessibility of Family Planning ( 
Challenges
The deepening of economic hardships is the major stumbling block to attain this MDG6 as some people mainly the youth who are supposed to be at school are mainly found in danger of HIV/AIDS especially women as they try to find their ends means by engaging 
Recommendations
Sustainable safe drinking water and sanitation is needed to curb all water borne diseases such as cholera, diarrhoea, malaria and bilharzia. More awareness campaigns for combating HIV/AIDS are needed across the country especially in mining areas and institutions of higher learning because that's where young and energetic people are converging and exposed to the pandemic. There is need to discourage traditional ways of remarrying a family member whose partner died due HIV/AIDS or any other disease.
GOAL 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability
To make sure that environmental sustainability can be tracked three targets were set which are: developing sustainable programmes and policies, reducing the percentage of people deprived of basic sanitation, nontoxic water to drink and enhancing 1,000,000 slum inhabitants, housing conditions in high density and peril urban areas by 2020. Six core indicators were put in place as well check if the country will be driving in the right direction and these are: percentage of land covered by woodland, protected land to preserve biodiversity, amount of persons with justifiable access to better-quality water source, 
OVERALL CHALLENGES OF MDGs
The major challenge Zimbabwe is experiencing is eliminating extreme poverty and hunger as it is continuously facing food shortages year in and year out caused by recurring 
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OVERALL RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE MDGs-SDGs
There is need for institutionalisation of SDGs that is aligning them or put them in school curriculums from primary, secondary to tertiary institutions so as to increase their dissemination and comprehensiveness to all citizens. For beginners, there was no grassroots consultation when these goals were set out which made implementation very difficult. Therefore, if people are anticipated to do something concerning execution of targets their voice is important from the onset. A different approach should be adopted when dealing with SDGs that is a change from a marathon way of putting into practice to a stage by stage type, methodically type of execution. Instead of competing with each other in a marathon manner, countries should learn from each other on how each country is progressing and help each other.
Indigenous and specific policies on SDGs are a key for national development, for instance aligning the SDGs with the much touted Zim-Asset 2013-2018 cluster such as value addition on raw materials that Zimbabwe is producing for instance, establishing a diamond polishing plant will create employment and adding value to the diamonds sold outside the country and beneficiation, poverty eradication, food security, nutrition, and social services are crucial at nation level. Therefore, the SDGs for Zimbabwe must be linked with Zim-Asset so as to reinforce determinations being made to date and also continuing with the journey to 2030.
There is need for political will to strengthen partnership with all stakeholders for instance, civil service, businesses, NGO, government, Human Rights groups, donors and so on for the SDGs to be achieved because in as much as the government is at the centre of the journey, the government does not have the resources to stir everything into motion, but through partnerships it will go a long way as some have brilliant ideas, experience, expertise, energy and other resources which are necessary to achieve SDGs by 2030. If there is no political will, it will remain a widening crevasse between the promise and the reality of the Zim-Asset and the attainment of SDGs, which were embraced with so much enthusiasm at the time of their release, such promises merely become guarantees when their authors can be held accountable.
Transparency and accountability is need in the manner in which SDGs are driven. The
GoZ have to fight the scourge of corruption at all levels so as to curb maladministration of funds and other resources that are not channelled towards the attainment of the SDGs, 600 Africa's Public Service Delivery & Performance Review but rather towards personal egocentric motives and self-enrichment by government officials and politicians.
There is need for consistence on policies and their alignment with the new constitutions and respect the rule of law so as to boost investor confidence and other well-wishers who want to help Zimbabwe to achieve its SDGs. There is need for strong monitoring and evaluation system in place to keep track of how projects and programmes are operating.
Are there any differences between MDGs and SDGs?
The reality is that it is just a repetition of aspects but only strategies may call a difference.
Poverty, hunger, health, education, gender, water and sanitation, global partnership issues are amongst the repeated concepts. However, SDGs digs deep into climate, energy, human settlements and other as stand-alone issues. SDGs goes up to 17 starting with: "no poverty, zero hunger, good health and well-being, quality education, gender equality, clean water and sanitation, affordable and clean energy, decent work and economic growth, industry, innovation and infrastructure, reduced inequalities, sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, climate action, life below water, life on land, peace and justice strong institutions and lastly, partnerships for the goals" (Clark 2015).
The other notable difference is that SDGs were broken down into small components which may make it easier to institutionalise them into all levels of our societies and some of the SDGs can be developed into modules and in co-operate them into our education system and teach them in schools at all levels.
Lesson learnt from the MDGs which can be used to achieve SDGs
There is need for political stability in the country which promotes a business friendly environment which will in turn attract FDIs to promote economic growth. There is need for strong trade relations with other nations to have access to their markets and they have access to Zimbabwe for economic growth to be realised, not to operate in isolation from the international community. SDGs should be institutionalised from national to provincial to district to constituency and to schools so that all levels of the society are aware of what are SDGs so that they participate whole heartedly in their attainment. Zimbabwe should desist from relying on rainfall for crop cultivation, but should rather invest in harvesting water through the construction of dams and other forms of reserving water for irrigation purpose so as to plough different crops throughout the year so that it can address the issue of extreme poverty. This further breaking down of SDGs makes it easier
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to institutionalise them in public and private schools, companies, clinics, hospitals, individual households and so on.
CONCLUSION
In summation, the attainment of MDG1 proved to be big mount to climb for Zimbabwe as it dismally failed to reduce hunger and eradicate extreme. The government is depending on hand to mouth revenue which left it without anything to invest or to cater for social needs that help to reduce poverty. There is need for a political will and take measures to expand irrigation scheme to communal farmers and smallholders targeting youth and women as a way of reducing relying on rain water for agriculture. The government should promote SMEs to create employment and reduce poverty. It is plausible to point out that
Zimbabwe made significant progress on MDG2 as witnessed by an increase on NER and literacy level. There is need for government and other partners to intensify efforts to motivate teachers' for professional development, improving the living conditions and to put more resources on programmes such as BEAM, SCE and scholarships to tertiary education targeting girls. Even though there is notable progress on MDG3, the government must enact and implement policies that curd early marriages and also sensitise the religious and traditional leaders regarding GBV and support women empowerment programmes as indicated on the four pillars. For MDGs 4 and 5 there was slow progress and the targets were not met. As the moves on from MDGs to SDGs there is need for improving access to good quality neonatal health services, improving living environments for children and increasing sanitation and water programmes to curb waterborne diseases.
More funds should also be channelled towards health education on maternal issues, hygiene, sufficient supplies of medical equipment and dissemination of information on HIV/AIDS related matters especially to the youth. In tackling MDGs 7 and 8, policies inconsistence among different ministries and departments has hinder meaningful progress. 
